
  

Could Raising One Monarch Butterfly in Early 
Summer Make a Difference?  

Many Experts and Biologists have been debating for awhile whether 
home rearing monarchs can really make a difference in increasing their 
numbers during the fall migration to Mexico.

Even though they haven’t done any real studies regarding the hundreds 
of thousands of people all across North America that are involved in this 
type of activity, they are totally convinced that it makes no difference 
whatsoever in increasing the migratory numbers. Really? 
 
Let us do the math together and see...    



  

Raising Only ONE Monarch Butterfly 
Egg in Early Summer.

 

Let’s say Mary collects an egg from a milkweed plant in early 
summer and 28-30 days later she releases that butterfly in the 
wild. Regardless of it’s gender during it’s short life span 
(between 2-4 weeks) it will be responsible to either lay or 
fertilize about 400 eggs. 
 
(Fist or second generation. )



  

The Number’s Game # 1

As stated by many Experts only 1-3 % of all eggs will survive
and becomes an adult butterfly so 2% of 400 eggs would be 8 eggs
that will become adult butterflies which in turn will be responsible 
for at least another 400 fertilized eggs each that would give us 
an extra 3200 eggs laid in the wild.

(Second or third generation.)



  

The Number’s Game # 2

Out of the 3200 eggs in the wild at 2% survival rate there will be 64 
butterflies which in turn will lay or fertilize another 25.600 eggs. (64 x 400) 
 
Again at 2% survival there should be at least 512 extra adult monarch 
butterflies joining the fall migration, thanks to Mary that only had to do was 
collecting one egg, brought it to adulthood butterfly and release it.   
 
(Third or fourth Generation which will be the migratory one going to 
Mexico.) 



  

Adding the Total Number’s Game. 

Let’s suppose that Mary did collect 10 eggs instead of one.
10 x 512 = 5120 Migratory Monarchs on the way to Mexico
20 x 512 = 10,240 Migratory Monarchs on the way to Mexico
50 x 512 = 25,600 Migratory Monarchs on the way to Mexico

Now think of a thousand or hundreds of thousands of Mary’s doing the same 
all over USA and Canada (which there are already doing it every year) do you 
think that would make the difference in the Migratory Generation?

Since numbers don’t lie, there are a lot of us totally convinced that either 
directly or indirectly anyone rearing monarchs is making a difference in helping 
the specie at risk



  

The Conclusion.

Since You and I are just considered citizen scientists while helping the monarch butterflies population in our own way without 
any credibility nor credentials most likely nobody will take us serious until we all get together and relate our own simple 
message to some of the most open minded experts involved in monarch conservation. 
 
In my humble opinion the best thing for us would be to send an email to www.monarchwatch.org, to 
www.monarchjointventure.org and just to let them know that YOU are home rearing monarchs just like Mary and would like 
them to spread the word among the scientific community that we exist and are here to stay by keep on helping the monarch 
butterflies the best way we know how. Most scientists rely on the data we provide by rearing and tagging, unfortunately there’s 
only one scientist that is totally against it (for whatever reasons) and I would suggest you to ignore him and most of his followers 
who are trying to spread his “do not rear monarchs message” across the social media groups.
You can visit his Facebook group and see for yourself:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/565065511941624   
 
In case you don’t know rearing any butterfly species in Ontario it requires a permit from the M.N.R. It’s FREE and if you’re on 
Facebook just join our local group: Monarch Butterfly Enthusiasts of Windsor, Essex and Chatham-Kent County. 
Then email me Your Full Name, Address, Phone Number, and Email to be submitted to the Ministry office
to be included in our group permit. (That will allow you to rear up to 100 monarchs, plus other species of your choice.) 
 

http://www.monarchwatch.org/
http://www.monarchjointventure.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/565065511941624


  

 

How to Raise Monarch Butterflies.



  

Placing the Eggs in Plastic Containers. 



  

 Moving the Small Caterpillars 
into a Mesh Habitat. (12” x 12”)



  

Caterpillar making the J 
and then Chrysalis 24 hrs later. 



  

The transformation within
 28 Days later from an egg.



  

The Miracle will happen within 6-8 hrs 
later and the Release after 4-6 hrs.



  

From an Egg to Butterfly in 4 Easy Steps.
Step 1

After collecting the eggs we place 
them into containers of various 
sizes full of water by inserting the 
leaves in it. 
( Works good for common m/w 
leaves.) 

As for the smaller leaves like 
swamp, tropical m/w we use the 
floral tubes with water. 



  

From an Egg to Butterfly in 4 Easy Steps. 
Step 2

Once the old leaf gets eaten we 
just replace it with a new one and 
clean up the little frass around the 
containers.



  

From an Egg to Butterfly in 4 Easy Steps. 
Step 3

The same continues for all of 
them as they’ll keep on 
growing until instar 5 at 
which point they will claim up 
the enclosure to form their J 
and chrysalis.



  

From an Egg to Butterfly in 4 Easy Steps. 
Step 4

Now it becomes a waiting 
game for the next 8-10 
days until the butterfly 
eclose.  



  

From an Egg to Butterfly in 4 Easy Steps. 
Material Needed 

These are the simple tools needed 
for this method.

Plastic containers
Floral tubes
Drill bid 7/32
Mesh habitat 



  

Google has more on this subject.

Search: 
“How to raise monarch butterflies”

Amazon:
”Butterfly habitats”
Buy only the ones with the finest 
mesh so that no predators can get 
in and no caterpillars can get out.

The hard cover book on the right is 
sold at Amazon for $ 9.85



  



  

Thank You for Your Time.
For more information visit our web page:
www.savethemonarchbutterfly.ca

Leo Silvestri 
1158 Erie St E Windsor, ON
Cell: 519-977-3639  Email Here

Our local Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299958150869056 

Interesting links: 
https://craigthebutterflyman.com 
http://www.monarchwatch.org
https://journeynorth.org/sightings
http://monarchbutterflygarden.net
www.saveourmonarchs.org 
www.joyfulbutterfly.com 
http://monarchjointventure.org 
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterfly
way

   
Most folks have been patiently waited for over thirty year for science and scientists to come up 
with a solution to the monarch butterfly shrinking population without seeing any light in their 
findings and or suggestion, therefore the time has come to do something on our own outside 
the labs environment.

                           ”Nobody can Stop an Idea Who’s Times Have Come” 

http://www.savethemonarchbutterfly.ca/
mailto:leo6@cogeco.ca?subject=Question
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299958150869056
https://craigthebutterflyman.com/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
https://journeynorth.org/sightings
http://monarchbutterflygarden.net/
http://www.saveourmonarchs.org/
http://www.joyfulbutterfly.com/
http://monarchjointventure.org/
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway
https://davidsuzuki.org/take-action/act-locally/butterflyway
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